prayer meetings. There was no fun, he said, in thei
coming to see the old man or merely to hear his voice
If they found some sense in what he said, they shoulc
try to practise it in their own lives.
A LETTER FROM ANDHRA
Gandhiji then referred to a letter from Andhra. He
gave the following relevant extracts from the letter;
"I hate to point out the shortcomings of an individual,
but to shut one's eyes to the terrible consequences of the
rot set in in the individuals of an organization like the Con-
gress, noble in its origin and admirable in its achievements,
would be heinous. This rot in the Congress is that of the
peoples5 representatives in the legislative bodies of the pro-
vinces who are the prototype of the rank and file. They
are vociferous about stopping the wide-spread corruption,
but they, themselves resort to worse corruption. They take
money from the people to get licences of every description,
indulge in black marketing of the worst type, trade on the
ignorance of the masses^ and corrupt the sources of justice,
and force the administrative machinery to get transfers for
the administrative personnel. The people are crushed bet-
ween these two sets of people. Two hundred and fifty of
these legislators let loose on the people in a province without
opposition are, in my opinion, the worst plague. Is it after
all for replacing the White rapacity by the Black that many
noble souls who are no more with us suffered and sacrificed
everything worth living for in their lives? There must be
an escape out of this morass. If these legislators are not so
numerous, the evils would be less. Fifty members in the
lower house and half that number in the upper house for
each province which is going to be smaller on the linguistic
basis would reduce the nuisance. Will the constitutionalists
embody this principle of less the number the better in the